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1 Cognitive enhancement: 

Hope or Dope? We only use a fraction of 
our brains. But drugs to tap into this unused 
potential become increasingly available. Indeed, a 
recent study concluded that students use 'smart 
drugs' more commonly than one might imagine. 
What are the ethical, social and health-related 
implications?  An expert panel will discuss this 
delicate issue. (Held in cooperation with The Triple Helix.)

Mon 19 JAN 7.30pm Panel Debate
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2 Unpredictability and Chance in 

Scientific Progress From penicillin to 
Teflon, many life-changing discoveries were the 
products of chance, accidents, or even bad lab 
practice. So, how much luck is there in science? 
This exciting question will be explored by Sir John 
Meurig Thomas, Honorary Professor of Materials 
Science.

tue 27 Jan 8pm Sir John Meurig Thomas
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3 Evolution from malaria to 

manuscripts Inaccurate copying leads to 
the accumulation of changes – be it during DNA 
replication or when scribes copied manuscripts 
in the days before printing. The analysis of such 
changes can reveal surprising relationships, for 
example one between plant cells and the malaria 
parasite, which points to new approaches for 
antimalarial agents...

tue 3 FEb 8pm Prof Chris Howe
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4 Trick or Treatment? Alternative 

Medicine on Trial Millions of people swear 
by it and much of it is free on the NHS, but most 
UK doctors consider alternative medicine to be 
little more than superstition. Presenting the con-
clusions of his book 'Trick or Treatment?', Simon 
Singh relies on scientific evidence to investigate 
which therapies are safe and effective, and which 
are useless and even downright dangerous.

tue 10 FEB 8pm Simon Singh
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6 Shedding Light on Dark Matter

The nature of the Dark Matter, which makes 
up most of the matter in the Universe, remains 
poorly known.  Recent discoveries and observa-
tions of the smallest and faintest galaxies in the 
Universe, which will soon be complemented by 
the findings of the LHC at CERN, are providing 
new clues to the nature of reality.

tue 24 FEB 8pm Prof Gerard Gilmore
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7 Huntington's disease Huntington's 

disease is one of the most devastating neurode-
generative disorders. Dr Morton's lab is focused 
on finding strategies to delay or prevent the death 
of neurons and thus develop a treatment for the 
disease. Most of her studies use transgenic mouse 
models of Huntington's to investigate psychologi-
cal changes to behavior and pharmacological 
approaches. 

tue 3 Mar 8pm Dr Jenny Morton
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8 Fighting blindness in the de-

veloping world Brendan Moriarty is a 
renowned ophthalmic surgeon who recently intro-
duced intraocular surgery for macular degenera-
tion. He spent four years in the developing world 
to treat and prevent blindness and will outline the 
problems and solutions with particular regard to 
the undertaking to treat preventable visual loss 
sponsored by The World Health Organization.

tue 10 Mar 8pm Brendan Moriarty MD
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